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Abstract
In this talk, we discuss recent efforts which led to recognition of telecommunication engineering (TE) as a distinct education discipline in the US
and other countries. These efforts have concluded by the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology, Inc., (ABET) approval of its new
Criteria for Electrical, Computer, Communications, Telecommunication(s) and Similarly Named Engineering Programs. We reflect on the history
of the Telecommunication Engineering Education (TEE) initiative and movement (2008-2014) which resulted in this development. We discuss
the impact of progress in Network Science and Engineering and the evolution of the Internet on modern Telecommunications, and examine
these developments in light of other developments in the arena of engineering education. The talk will look into the work that needs to be done
to capitalize on these events and developments in several areas/directions; and the roles of numerous stakeholders thereto. For example,
Telecom is an area of high standardization activity and the new discipline requires curricular components, syllabi, course(s) and innovative
instruction methods to fill a knowledge gap in this particular area. We discuss ongoing efforts that are proceeding forward in this regards through
a project ISTEE (Integrating Standards into Telecommunication Engineering Education). This project is a partnership now involving US
academia, industry, the US Department of Commerce’s National Institute of Technology (NIST), and the Institute of Electrical and Electronic
Engineers (IEEE).
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